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Tempest in a Teacup
By Terry Glasspool (USA)

A 64-bar reel (32+32) for 3 couples in a longwise set
2nd couple begins on opposite sides

Deviser’s note: Although this is a 64-bar dance, the music is specified as 6× 32 be-
cause it is really a 32-bar dance with a twist in the repeat. After 32 bars 1st couple is
ready to »repeat, having passed a couple,« but the repeat is danced as if the set were
turned upside down.
BARS DESCRIPTION

1–8 1st and 2nd couples dance rights and lefts. Men finish facing out.
9–24 The Tempest

9–12 1st and 2nd couples dance the first half of a ladies’ chain. Partners
finish by turning three-quarters round giving left hands to a mo-
mentary balance-in-line position across the dance, the two women
joining right hands.

13–20 1st and 2nd couples dance the targe. Partners finish by turning
three quarters round by the left hand to the sidelines, women facing
in, men out.

21–24 1st and 2nd couples dance the second half of a ladies’ chain. 1st
couple finish in second place on opposite sides facing down.

25–32 All dance parallel reels of three on the sides, 1st man and 3rd woman as well
as 1st woman and 3rd man passing right shoulders to begin. The order is
now 2, 1, 3 with 1st couple on opposite sides.

33–40 1st and 3nd couples dance rights and lefts. Women finish facing out.
41–56 The Tempest

41–44 1st and 2nd couples dance the first half of a ladies’ chain with the
men crossing. Partners finish by turning three-quarters round giv-
ing left hands to a momentary balance-in-line position across the
dance, the two men joining right hands.

45–52 1st and 3rd couples dance the Targe with the men starting in the
centre. Partners finish by turning three quarters round by the left
hand to the sidelines, men facing in, women out.

53–56 1st and 3rd couples dance the second half of a ladies’ chain with
the men crossing. 3rd couple finish in second place on opposite
sides facing up.

57–64 All dance parallel reels of three on the sides, 2nd man and 3rd woman as
well as 2nd woman and 3rd man passing right shoulders to begin. The order
is now 2, 3, 1 with 3rd couple on opposite sides.

Repeat the dance twice to original positions.

From the Deviser

»The tempest figure was inspired by a friend’s science demonstration. Take a cup
of black tea, stir it briskly until a whirlpool forms, remove the spoon, pour a small
amount of milk into the center of the cup, and observe. This also works with a mug
of coffee.«
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Tempest in a Teacup
TraditionalTraditional Reel
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This book was typeset by Anselm Lingnau using the LATEX typesetting suite on a PC
running the Linux operating system. The main body of the text is set in Optima
and the decorative headings in Peignot. The musical scores were prepared using the
abcm2ps program by Jean-François Moine.
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